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“ “Allbritton: attributed’ a: recent | 
|. AF J Washington Star Stadt Weteg.. “T".| -> decline in circulation to inatten= 
~ -::JoeL, Alibritton announced his f ..'tién' on his. past. He said. that. 
. resignation teday as publisher of ; ., there is ‘'a certain optimum cir] 
The Washington Star... .. ° — ‘* culation for an afterrioon news= 
_ ;Aulbritton said he was taking{ * paper’‘and that the circulation. 
- the action-to stay in compliance | ‘ figures had begun to climb again. | 
‘with Federal Communications |... ..;He said that circulation would 
Commission rules. .on..cross | .. be about 350,004 day by Septem- 
-, Ownership of newspapers ‘and |.,; ber: By next year, he added, cir- 
broadcast stations. in the same |: : culation should. be up to 375,000, 
market. Allbritton owns WJLA, |::.which he. characterized as the. 
_ Chanmel?. ee ho s+] optimum level) rien 
:.- Allbritton has served as pub- 
_: Esher of ‘The Star since he. sold it. 


Per. | 


““ALLBRITTON AGREED-with suggestions: that. 
“he had ‘approximately doubled his 565 milljon ins 


- to Time in February. At the time ivestment in the newspaper‘and-its broadcast’ 
-Alldritten said he had previously properties.: 725 9 Adenine Ge § lessncae ager 


‘planned to retain ownership of 
- the newspaper and sell WJLA. 
-, However, he said an FCC ruling 
been accomplished. The Federal] a a. cloud meas the status of the. 
: Tes : , Seni F .. television station.) - 6. ps 
Shlee granted a (6 gssOne | «ALL BRETTON SAID in a state- 
" operate Channek7,. has adopted .{ | ment the FCC “has adopted rules. 
rules that. would/require a-d ja:- | - that would. require a-decision on 
sion om my part as.to whether or=| = My. Part as:to whether.or not I 
not I’ will continue as'a licensee}. -. will-continue:as_a. licensee of. 
-of Channel-7 or.as publisher of}. Channel 7 or as ‘publisher of The. 
The Washington Star. I have- Sots tf 
‘always been in total compliance:;- 
-, with the FCC rules and do not.in«- 
- tend to be in: noncompliance. 5° |! 
therefore, have decided, effece.{! 75: ion ta ri ii 
* tive-at the-end of this business. I ‘cense is: due tomorrow:- ‘I. 
I 


“rangements,” he commented... ;-> ate obit 
\., He described that original purchase A8:a.-“fair 
“and adequate offer’? and noted. that the rapid ine 
‘rease in the value of the. properties came after | 
ABC surged to the top of the'television ratings and | 
“the losses at the newspaper were stemmed,--5-0 0} 
~: However, he said the newspaper is'“not getting 
the advertising support this superb product’ 
inerits.”” He'said The Star has about 30 percent of 
“the advertising in the Washington market and said. 
‘that “it really should be.44 percent to be fair.” | ; 
vs *U'd like to"urge the advertisers.to give it | . 
“another look," he said. (8 te 
‘ts Allbritton ‘said his decision to. resign was ‘made 
yesterday on the advice of his lawyers.’* “* >: eS iis 
a “Time. spokesman Wilson said the. resignation 


Ton not at all ‘unhappy. with the financi 


tated and considering'the superh 
quality ofthe Washington tar; 
-we feel oe purpose has 


= 
= 


day and with the consent of Time. |! -- wanted a clean, spotless slate for | Sieame earlier than, let's say, we had hoped." He 
Incorporated; to. resi wb jl: the Ailing,” heexplained. 7 ood it wag nO serering ane renee. He, 
_MShetand chiel executive ofcer: || , He described the outlook for | 2d #,8s o surprise, addiog hat “we alvaye | 
= ; ae imotag the newspaper’ as:-“superb:: Tha.) SUeW if was.a possibility that Mr. Allbritton wou 
~and director of Th ; Washington. “republic’s"capitalis ‘now safe. -have to leave because of the television problem. 
7 Stare# &, ee ate mee EP !p ; WF 4 ecto] swe Pepret it very much... He is a very able per- 
zr~l should like to-take.this oppor+i with twonewspapers,” #¢ =‘ oer] < d we-were delighted t him-s : 
-tunity to thank. the citizens of the>.||**"He'said The Star is currently:| 7608 and we were de See pe eres as Publisher | 
greater Washington area and the..:{|.-- profitable, but declined to predict. sand we're sorry to see him go. 2 As ete 
*responsible: government officials: |{ ~!theresults forthe year.’ .- ° [=~ DURING HIS less than four months as an.em- 
forthe Support given to us, uf 7 7erA ‘spokesman for Time Inc., ployee of Time, Allbritton said he had never drawn 
Zespeciallys: want’ ta- thank my: |: which owns The Star, said James }:4 Salary, ‘I just never signed up to draw.a. pay 
' 
| 
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friends “and” associates: at The: |: -R-:Shepley,. chairman of the ‘:check. I just don't think about things like that.’2== 
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"Washi ni Star. It was through. |! .: newspaper and president of Time: & 5 With his resignation as publisher, he ends a four- 
hfe cpa ee a _effort that Tee iw tSeit Overall. charge’ of the :)year association with the newspaper that began as. 


cpcinie ao 


Star.is and-will continue to be an | -..” newspaper: Donald M.. Wilson, ‘2 limited INVESEMENE. 0° hs Pee eI es 
gitractive acd viable product. _<s:/ _ =: vice presidént for corporate and atin July 1974 Allbritton bought a minority interest 1 
-.-T leave as publisher with per:. | -public affairs at Time, said; “Pm yin The Star’s parent company, Washington Star 
‘sonal regrets, of course, but with: | -- ‘sure: there -witl be..a publisher, ff Communications, ‘and gained complete control of ; 
full pride in what all of us have® |: . but I'm not sure who it will be at?.7 the newspaper'soperations. -,.- | -. ae 
been able to accomplish here at: | .. “this time’). t.2)551 5 VEE elpadgeng at At the time the newspaper was in financial diffi- 


. Stet tt pas pat oe ele z-culty, with losses.mounting ta as much as. $1 mil- 
- epee Stare TF aie N iting EN | . : --Jien in some months... SB Saga Gee inst. Sie ead 
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